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Maybe you didn’t know, but without plants we wouldn’t exist. Plants give us 
oxygen to breathe, but also food, substances to cure us, wood, textile fibres to 
clothe us... and a great amount of beauty. Finally, our future depends on plants. 
And yet we know very little about them!
The world of plants is full of amazing stories: trees older than the pyramids, 
underground worlds to explore, flowers that camouflage themselves as wasps, 
plant superheroes without brains or hearts, potions to capture light.

Stefano Mancuso is a full professor at the University of Florence and directs the International 
Laboratory of Plant Neurobiology. He was listed in the “New Yorker” as a person who is 
“destined to change our lives”. Author of a number of books, translated into over than twenty 
languages, Stefano published Botany for Aboca Edizioni. Journey into the Plant Universe (2017, 
updated edition 2021) and Discourse on Herbs. From Leonardo’s Botany to Plant Networks 
(2019, with Fritjof Capra).

Philip Giordano, born in Liguria to a Filipino mother and a Swiss father, is an Italian illustrator 
and author who lives between Japan and Italy. His books have been published in over 20 
countries and have also received numerous awards, including the International Illustration 
Award of the Bologna Children’s Book Fair – Fundación SM, the Garden Book of the Year of the 
Garden Media Guild and the Andersen Award 2017 for the best book for 0-6 years.

The fabulous 
world of plants

⚫  A book that invites you to discover the plant kingdom and let yourself 
 enter into its magic
⚫  Recipient of the Ibby Italian Choice 2024 Award, the honour list of 
 the best original books
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Un dodo nel  
paradiso terrestre
A quei tempi l’isola di Mauritius era un vero 
e proprio paradiso in Terra: mare cristallino, 
spiagge bianche, piante rigogliose e tanti, tanti 
animali. Alcuni unici. Dato che non c’erano belve 
feroci da cui fuggire, molti uccelli avevano smesso  
di volare, erano diventati lenti e pesanti fino  
a 30 chili. Come il dodo, quello di Alice nel paese 
delle meraviglie. Poi c’erano tartarughe giganti, 
pappagalli con grossi becchi e pipistrelli che 
volavano di giorno. Mauritius era un mondo 
staccato dal resto del mondo e lì la natura aveva 
delle regole speciali, tutte sue.

ANIMALI-FACCHINI
C’era un equilibrio perfetto tra le cose: le piante 
affidavano i loro semi ai dodo, alle tartarughe  
e ai pipistrelli, ed erano sicure che li avrebbero  
portati a destinazione. Poi, all’inizio del Seicento, 
un nuovo animale comparve sull’isola. Era 
spelacchiato, camminava su due zampe e si fece 
subito notare perché abbatté un albero: un tipico 
esemplare umano. Di lì a poco, a colpi di accetta  
e di fucile, i nuovi arrivati fecero scomparire  
molti animali, fra cui il dodo.

PIANTE RIMASTE SENZA MESSAGGERI 
Tante piante, da un momento all’altro, si ritrovarono 
così senza facchini a cui affidare i loro semi. 
Una di queste era il tambalacoque (Sideroxylon 
grandiflorum), un albero endemico, cioè che cresceva 
solo e soltanto a Mauritius. Oggi questa specie  
è in via di estinzione. Perché tutti gli esseri viventi 
di un ambiente sono strettamente legati fra loro, 
e quando ne scompare uno le conseguenze  
non finiscono mai... 
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Stefano 
Mancuso

Stefano Mancuso è professore ordinario presso 
l’Università di Firenze e dirige il Laboratorio Internazionale 
di Neurobiologia Vegetale. È stato incluso dal “New Yorker” 
tra coloro che sono 'destinati a cambiarci la vita'. Autore 
di numerosi libri, tradotti in più di venti lingue, per Aboca 
Edizioni ha pubblicato Botanica. Viaggio nell’universo 
vegetale (2017, nuova edizione 2021) e Discorso sulle erbe. 
Dalla botanica di Leonardo alle reti vegetali (2019, con 
Fritjof Capra).
 
Philip Giordano, nato in Liguria da madre filippina e 
padre svizzero, è un illustratore e autore italiano che vive tra 
il Giappone e l’Italia. I suoi libri, pubblicati in oltre 20 pae-
si, hanno ricevuto numerosi riconoscimenti, tra cui il Pre-
mio Internazionale d’Illustrazione della Bologna Children’s 
Book Fair – Fundación SM, il Garden Book of the Year della 
Garden Media Guild e il premio Andersen per il miglior albo. 
È stato inoltre finalista al prestigioso premio The Young 
People’s Book Prize della Royal Society di Londra.
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Il favoloso m

ondo delle piante

Il mondo delle piante è pieno di storie straordinarie: alberi 
più vecchi delle piramidi, mondi sotterranei da esplorare, 
fiori che si travestono da vespe, supereroi vegetali senza 
cuore e senza cervello, pozioni per catturare la luce.  
Sembra una fiaba, invece è tutto vero, e ci riguarda da vicino.
Forse non lo sapevate, ma senza le piante non ci saremmo 
nemmeno noi. Le piante ci donano ossigeno per respirare, 
ma anche cibo, sostanze per curarci, legno, fibre tessili  
per vestirci... e tanta bellezza. Dalle piante, infine, dipende  
il nostro futuro. Eppure ne sappiamo pochissimo…
Entriamo allora in punta di piedi nel mondo vegetale  
e lasciamoci avvolgere dalla sua magia. Sarà un viaggio 
sorprendente, ricco di scoperte incredibili. Una grande 
avventura, verde di clorofilla e gialla di polline.
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Maybe you didn’t know, but without plants we wouldn’t exist. Plants give us 
oxygen to breathe, but also food, substances to cure us, wood, textile fibres to 
clothe us... and a great amount of beauty. Finally, our future depends on plants. 
And yet we know very little about them!
The world of plants is full of amazing stories: trees older than the pyramids, 
underground worlds to explore, flowers that camouflage themselves as wasps, 
plant superheroes without brains or hearts, potions to capture light.

⚫  A book that invites you to discover the plant kingdom and let yourself 
 enter into its magic
⚫  Recipient of the Ibby Italian Choice 2024 Award, the honour list of 
 the best original books
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Stefano Mancuso is a full professor at the University of Florence and directs the International 
Laboratory of Plant Neurobiology. He was listed in the “New Yorker” as a person who is 
“destined to change our lives”. Author of a number of books, translated into over than twenty 
languages, Stefano published Botany for Aboca Edizioni. Journey into the Plant Universe 
(2017, updated edition 2021) and Discourse on Herbs. From Leonardo’s Botany to Plant 
Networks (2019, with Fritjof Capra).

Philip Giordano, born in Liguria to a Filipino mother and a Swiss father, is an Italian illustrator 
and author who lives between Japan and Italy. His books have been published in over 20 
countries and have also received numerous awards, including the International Illustration 
Award of the Bologna Children’s Book Fair – Fundación SM, the Garden Book of the Year of the 
Garden Media Guild and the Andersen Award 2017 for the best book for 0-6 years.

⚫  A book that invites you to discover the plant kingdom and let yourself 
 enter into its magic
⚫  Recipient of the Ibby Italian Choice 2024 Award, the honour list of 
 the best original books
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⚫  A journey to discover the incredible feats completed by plants in order 
 to reach the most isolated locations on Earth!

Who said that plants can't move? They certainly can! We just don't realise it. 
They may not move during their lifetime, but throughout the generations they 
are capable of conquering the most far-away lands.
They are free spirits, and if you lock them up, at one point or another they manage 
to escape and go where the wind takes them: they arrive on dry islands, get 
animals to transport their seeds around the world; some have travelled through 
time, surviving the atomic bomb or for millennia underground. Plant seeds are 
capable of incredible adventures: on board a train, sailing out at sea, holding 
onto an animal's fur, being shot with an explosion or swallowed by mastodons.

The Fabulous Journey 
of Plants

Stefano Mancuso - Philip Giordano

Stefano 
Mancuso

Stefano Mancuso è professore ordinario
presso l’Università di Firenze e dirige il 
Laboratorio Internazionale di Neurobiologia 
Vegetale. È stato incluso dal “New Yorker” 
tra coloro che sono ‘destinati a cambiarci la 
vita’. Autore di numerosi libri, tradotti in più di 
venti lingue, per Aboca Edizioni ha pubblicato 
Botanica. Viaggio nell’universo vegetale (2017, 
nuova edizione 2021) e Discorso sulle erbe. 
Dalla botanica di Leonardo alle reti vegetali 
(2019, con Fritjof Capra).

Philip Giordano, nato in Liguria da madre
filippina e padre svizzero, è un illustratore e 
autore italiano che vive tra il Giappone e l’Italia. 
I suoi libri, pubblicati in oltre 20 Paesi, hanno 
ricevuto numerosi riconoscimenti, tra cui il Premio 
Internazionale d’Illustrazione della Bologna 
Children’s Book Fair – Fundación SM, il Garden 
Book of the Year della Garden Media Guild e il 
premio Andersen per il miglior albo. È stato inoltre 
finalista al prestigioso premio The Young People’s 
Book Prize della Royal Society di Londra. Per 
Aboca Edizioni ha pubblicato Il favoloso mondo 
delle piante (2023), scritto da Stefano Mancuso, 
inserito nella IBBY Italia Choice 2024, la lista 
d’onore dei migliori libri originali prodotti in Italia.
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Il favoloso viaggio delle piante

Chi l’ha detto che le piante non si possono muovere? Lo fanno eccome! 
Ma noi non ce ne rendiamo conto. Magari non si spostano durante la loro 
vita, ma di generazione in generazione sono capaci di conquistare le terre 
più lontane. Sono spiriti liberi, e se le rinchiudete prima o poi riescono 
a scappare per andare dove le porta il vento: arrivano su isole aride, 
convincono gli animali a trasportare i loro semi in giro per il mondo;  
alcune hanno viaggiato nel tempo, sopravvivendo alla bomba atomica 
o per millenni sottoterra. I semi delle piante sono in grado di compiere
imprese incredibili: a bordo di un treno, navigando per mare, aggrappati 
alla pelliccia di un animale, sparati con un’esplosione o ingeriti da 
mastodonti… Siete pronti per un’avventura piena di sorprese? Salite  
a bordo... e buon viaggio!
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Davide Calì was born in Liestal, Switzerland in 1972 and grew up in Italy. Children's author, 
cartoonist, art director and teacher. His books are published mainly in France, the United 
States and Italy, and have been translated into over 30 languages. His short stories appear 
regularly in a variety of French children's magazines. He is credited in over 100 books, has won 
a number of awards and periodically holds creative writing workshops that are always in high 
demand.

Marco Paschetta (Cuneo, 1979) is an illustrator who has collaborated with numerous Italian 
and international publishing houses, newspapers and magazines. His comic Pistillo was a 
finalist for the Andersen Award for Best Children's Comic and was selected by IBBY Italia for 
the 2021 "Crescere lettori" Honours List. He teaches Illustration at the International School of 
Comics in Turin as well as workshops that are related to the world of his books, for children 
and young people.

⚫  A very sweet story about growing up, dreaming, and discovering 
 your place in the world
⚫  A magical adventure about the delight of transformations

Teeny was the youngest of a big family. His brothers and sisters had already 
left home to discover the world, and he would often ask himself what they had 
possibly found.
He spent his days with his caterpillar friend, dreaming of his future. “When I grow 
up, I’ll be a king!” Teeny said. But king of what? Of buttons? Of clouds? No… that’s 
too easy! Maybe of sweets?
But more than anything else, Teeny wanted to travel, fly, discover new horizons 
and see the colours of the world from above.

Davide Calì - Marco Paschetta

Teeny
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Giorgia Conversi has been exploring the universe of books for many years, experimenting with 
various forms and languages. She loves writing on walls and also loves cameras that make 
a clicking sound. She wrote the series Dadà, mini-superheroes for the youngest of readers, 
winner of the “Bologna Ragazzi Digital Award” and the 2015 Andersen Italia Prize for digital 
creations.

Andrea Rivola, a graduate of Dams Arte in Bologna, lives in the province of Ravenna. He has 
immersed himself in the rural landscapes of the Senio Valley in the company of a variety of 
characters that he has created with the help of his imaginative pencils. A passionate illustrator, 
he has published more than fifty books in Italy and abroad and collaborates with the “Corriere 
della Sera”, the leading Italian newspaper.

⚫  The story takes the reader into the heart of a natural wonder, challenging  
 our imagination and allowing us to dream

Who says “I” in this book? The black bear taking a nap under the blanket, 
the naughty mule deer, the moose who is playing hide and seek, or the lazy 
caterpillar? On each page you will feel like you know the answer, and on the 
following page you will realise that this is not the case.
Because sometimes the biggest things are the hardest to see, and it is not easy 
to know where the eyes are of a tree that has fifty thousand legs … This is the true 
story of Pando, the biggest, heaviest and oldest tree in the world.

Pando

Format: 25x25 cm - Pages: 32 - Age: 5+ Giorgia Conversi - Andrea Rivola



Marco Palamara Mesiano (Gallarate, 1986) studied Natural Sciences in Milan. A middle school 
teacher and beekeeping technician at Apicoltura Varesina – Association of Bee Producers of 
the Province of Varese, he organizes events to teach children and adults about bees.

Silvia Mauri graduated in Painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in Florence and in Illustration 
at the IED in Milan. Since 2010, she has worked as a freelance illustrator, collaborating with 
Italian and international companies such as Ikea, Clementoni, Emergency, Newark Museum 
of Art, Rizzoli, Editoriale Scienza and National Geographic Kids.

⚫  A richly illustrated and colourful book to guide children through the discovery  
 of the animals that carry out the special mission of pollinators and learn 
 what we can do for them

Plants are essential for life on our planet. But in order to continue to exist, they 
need someone or something that can help them to reproduce: pollinators. It is 
thanks to them that we have oxygen to breathe and food to eat.
Bees, butterflies, flies and gnats are attracted to the colourful and aromatic 
flowers of plants and their delicious nectar, which convinces them to return 
again and again to collect, unknowingly, the pollen and carry it around, thus 
being able to birth the seeds of future plants.
As well as insects, there are other pollinators that we may not expect: 
hummingbirds, geckos, bats, mice and opossums.

Mission Pollen
Marco Palamara Mesiano - Silvia MauriFormat: 22x30 cm - Pages: 48 - Age: 6+
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Sarah Zambello made her debut with Le mani di Anna (Bacchilega, 2019), illustrated by 
Daniela Iride Murgia, a finalist for the 2020 Luigi Malerba Award. Her other books were finalists 
for the Andersen Award in the Best Popular Science Book category, the 2023 Luigi Malerba 
Award, and the 2023 Piccolo Galileo Award – all illustrated by Susy Zanella. Since 2022, she 
has collaborated with “Scienze Kids”, “Eco Geo Kids” and “History Kids”.

El Primo Ramón is the name of the couple formed by Borja Ramón López Cotelo and María 
Olmo Béjar. Together they have illustrated stories for publishers such as Henry Holt, Simon & 
Schuster, Penguin Random House, Usborne and Auzou. Their books Hedy’s Journey (2016) 
and Samuel Morse, That’s Who! (2019) have received numerous awards in the United States.

⚫ An adventure about growing up, overcoming fears and finding the courage 
 to always look a little far away, towards unexplored horizons

Bear, Elephant, Lion and Bird are inseparable, and always ready to help each 
other. Their friend Mole, on the other hand, is more lonesome. She loves digging 
deep holes and asking bizarre questions. Then, one morning, Mole disappears... 
Without a trace along the paths, with no questions left in the air. Where has she 
gone?
The four friends then set out on a fun-filled journey, full of uncertainties, in order 
to find Mole. But the sea is big, it’s huge in fact, and nightfall is coming...

As big as the sea
Sarah Zambello - El Primo RamónFormat: 25x25 cm - Pages: 32 - Age: 4+
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Il mondo delle piante è pieno di storie straordinarie 
e misteriose: alberi più vecchi delle piramidi, mondi 
sotterranei ancora da esplorare, fiori che si travestono  
da vespe, supereroi vegetali senza cuore e senza 
cervello, pozioni per catturare la luce, l'albero horror 
della mezzanotte... Sembra una fiaba, invece è tutto 
vero, verissimo. E ci riguarda da vicino.

Forse non lo sapevate, ma senza le piante non  
ci saremmo nemmeno noi. Le piante ci donano  
ossigeno per respirare, ma anche cibo, sostanze  
per curarci, legno, fibre tessili per vestirci...  
e tanta bellezza. Dalle piante, infine, dipende  
il nostro futuro. Eppure ne sappiamo pochissimo,  
e quello che sappiamo spesso è sbagliato.

Entriamo allora in punta di piedi nel mondo  
vegetale e lasciamoci avvolgere dalla sua magia.  
Sarà un viaggio sorprendente, ricco di scoperte 
incredibili. Una grande avventura, verde  
di clorofilla e gialla di polline.
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